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Unlock your creativity.An inspiring guide to creativity in the digital age, Steal Like an Artist

presents ten transformative principles that will help readers discover their artistic side and build

a more creative life. Nothing is original, so embrace influence, school yourself through the work

of others, remix and reimagine to discover your own path. Follow interests wherever they take

you—what feels like a hobby may turn into you life’s work. Forget the old cliché about writing

what you know: Instead, write the book you want to read, make the movie you want to

watch. And finally, stay Smart, stay out of debt, and risk being boring in the everyday world so

that you have the space to be wild and daring in your imagination and your work. “Brilliant and

real and true.”—Rosanne Cash 

"Brilliant and real and true."-Rosanne Cash"Austin Kleon is positively one of the most

interesting people on the Internet... Kleon makes an articulate and compelling case for

combinatorial creativity and the role of remix in the idea economy."-The Atlantic"Breezy and

fun and yes, scary. Scary because it calls your bluff."-Seth Godin"A quick, easily digestible read

that is particularly relevant in today's digital world."-School Library Journal"Filled with well-

formed advice that applies to nearly any kind of work."-Lifehacker.com --This text refers to the

paperback edition.From the Back CoverUnlock your creativity.Steal like an artist.Don’t wait until

you know who you are to get started.Write the book you want to read.Use your hands.Side

projects and hobbies are important.The secret: do good work and share it with

people.Geography is no longer our master.Be nice. (The world is a small town.)Be boring. (It’s

the only way to get work done.)Creativity is subtraction.--This text refers to the paperback

edition.Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.HOW TO LOOK AT THE

WORLD (LIKE AN ARTIST)Every artist gets asked the question,“Where do you get your

ideas?”The honest artist answers,“I steal them.”How does an artist look at the world?First, you

figure out what’s worth stealing, then you move on to the next thing.That’s about all there is to

it.When you look at the world this way, you stop worrying about what’s “good” and what’s

“bad”—there’s only stuff worth stealing, and stuff that’s not worth stealing.Everything is up for

grabs. If you don’t find something worth stealing today, you might find it worth stealing

tomorrow or a month or a year from now.“The only art I’ll ever study is stuff that I can steal

from.”—David BowieNOTHING IS ORIGINALThe writer Jonathan Lethem has said that when

people call something “original,” nine out of ten times they just don’t know the references or the

original sources involved.What a good artist understands is that nothing comes from nowhere.

All creative work builds on what came before. Nothing is completely original.It’s right there in

the Bible: “There is nothing new under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)Some people find this idea

depressing, but it fills me with hope. As the French writer André Gide put it, “Everything that

needs to be said has already been said. But, since no one was listening, everything must be

said again.”If we’re free from the burden of trying to be completely original, we can stop trying

to make something out of nothing, and we can embrace influence instead of running away from

it.“What is originality? Undetected plagiarism.”—William Ralph Inge--This text refers to the

paperback edition.About the AuthorAustin Kleon is the New York Times bestselling author of a

trilogy of illustrated books about creativity in the digital age: , , and . He’s also the author of , a

collection of poems made by redacting the newspaper with a permanent marker. His books

have been translated into dozens of languages and have sold over a million copies worldwide.



He lives in Austin, Texas, with his wife and sons. Visit him online at .--This text refers to the

paperback edition.Read more
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For Boom—whenever Boom gets here1: Steal Like an Artist.2: Don’t Wait Until You Know Who

You Are to Get Started.3: Write The Book You Want to Read.4: Use Your Hands.5: Side

Projects and Hobbies are Important.6: The Secret: Do Good Work and Share It with People.7:

Geography is No Longer Our Master.8: Be Nice (The World is a Small Town.)9: Be Boring (It’s

The Only Way to Get Work Done.)10: Creativity is SubtractionAfterword“Art is theft.”—Pablo

Picasso“Immature poets imitate; mature poets steal; bad poets deface what they take, and

good poets make it into something better, or at least something different. The good poet welds

his theft into a whole of feeling which is unique, utterly different from that from which it was

torn.”—T. S. EliotIt’s one of my theories that when people give you advice, they’re really just

talking to themselves in the past.This book is me talking to a previous version of myself.These

are things I’ve learned over almost a decade of trying to figure out how to make art, but a funny

thing happened when I started sharing them with others—I realized that they aren’t just for

artists. They’re for everyone.These ideas apply to anyone who’s trying to inject some creativity

into their life and their work. (That should describe all of us.)In other words: This book is for

you. Whoever you are, whatever you make.Let’s get started.Every artist gets asked the

question,“Where do you get your ideas?”The honest artist answers,“I steal them.”How does an

artist look at the world?First, you figure out what’s worth stealing, then you move on to the next

thing.That’s about all there is to it.When you look at the world this way, you stop worrying about

what’s “good” and what’s “bad”—there’s only stuff worth stealing, and stuff that’s not worth

stealing.Everything is up for grabs. If you don’t find something worth stealing today, you might

find it worth stealing tomorrow or a month or a year from now.“The only art I’ll ever study is

stuff that I can steal from.”—David BowieThe writer Jonathan Lethem has said that when

people call something “original,” nine out of ten times they just don’t know the references or the

original sources involved.What a good artist understands is that nothing comes from nowhere.

All creative work builds on what came before. Nothing is completely original.It’s right there in

the Bible: “There is nothing new under the sun.” (Ecclesiastes 1:9)Some people find this idea

depressing, but it fills me with hope. As the French writer André Gide put it, “Everything that

needs to be said has already been said. But, since no one was listening, everything must be

said again.”If we’re free from the burden of trying to be completely original, we can stop trying

to make something out of nothing, and we can embrace influence instead of running away from

it.“What is originality? Undetected plagiarism.”—William Ralph IngeEvery new idea is just a

mashup or a remix of one or more previous ideas.Here’s a trick they teach you in art school.

Draw two parallel lines on a piece of paper:How many lines are there?There’s the first line, the

second line, but then there’s a line of negative space that runs between them.See it? 1 + 1 =

3.A good example is genetics. You have a mother and you have a father. You possess features

from both of them, but the sum of you is bigger than their parts. You’re a remix of your mom

and dad and all of your ancestors.Just as you have a familial genealogy, you also have a

genealogy of ideas. You don’t get to pick your family, but you can pick your teachers and you

can pick your friends and you can pick the music you listen to and you can pick the books you

read and you can pick the movies you see.You are, in fact, a mashup of what you choose to let

into your life. You are the sum of your influences. The German writer Goethe said, “We are

shaped and fashioned by what we love.”“We were kids without fathers . . . so we found our

fathers on wax and on the streets and in history. We got to pick and choose the ancestors who

would inspire the world we were going to make for ourselves.”—Jay-ZThe artist is a collector.

Not a hoarder, mind you, there’s a difference: Hoarders collect indiscriminately, artists collect



selectively. They only collect things that they really love.There’s an economic theory out there

that if you take the incomes of your five closest friends and average them, the resulting number

will be pretty close to your own income.I think the same thing is true of our idea incomes.

You’re only going to be as good as the stuff you surround yourself with. My mom used to say to

me, “Garbage in, garbage out.” It used to drive me nuts. But now I know what she meant.Your

job is to collect good ideas. The more good ideas you collect, the more you can choose from to

be influenced by.
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Douglas Goldstein, “Here’s Why You Need To Read This Book If You’re A Creative Person.

Creative folks mistakenly believe that they’re coming up with all sorts of new ideas. But the fact

is, there is nothing new under the sun. Austin Kleon makes the reader understand that the fact

that everything has already been created is, in fact, a good thing. Kleon quotes the French

writer André Gide who said, “Everything that needs to be said has already been said. But,

since no one was listening, everything must be said again.” I wish I had understand that idea

when I was the music director for a number of shows many years ago. At the time, I used to

purposely not listen to other recordings of the shows because I didn’t want to be influenced by
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the conductors who had led the shows before me. Who was I kidding? I should have been

honored to have had the chance to listen to them and steal from them. Kleon writes, “Just as

you have a familial genealogy, you also have a genealogy of ideas. You don’t get to pick your

family, but you can pick your teachers and you can pick your friends and you can pick the

music you listen to and you can pick the books you read and you can pick the movies you see.”

The way to expose yourself to the creative genius of those before you is by reading what they

wrote and looking at what they did. From now on, I will always tip my hat the greats upon

whose shoulders I stand, and hopefully I’ll be able to be a source of inspiration to others, too.

This is a great book, a real “must read” for anyone who has any creative pursuits.”

aneibauer, “Breaking into your own thinking. Steal Like an Artist gave me the push I needed to

get into a more creative mindset. Although the book, and its message, may seem simple, it is

clear that Austin Kleon has dedicated his life to creativity and using that to produce creative

work (poetry, writing, drawing). If you feel stuck in a rut (as I did), this book is for you. The

main quote that spoke to me was: "If we're free from the burden of trying to be completely

original, we can stop trying to make something out of nothing, and we can embrace influence

instead of running away from it. (Kleon, 2015). That burden has been with me for a long time,

and now Austin Kleon has given me permission to be inspired and taking from others in order

to create something unique. "Imitation is about copying. Emulation is when imitation goes one

step further, break through into your own thinking" (Kleon, 2015). This is the perfect book for

breaking into your own thinking.”

John Gardner, “Not just a book for artists. This is a pretty tiny book (the cup of coffee I poured

when I started reading was still warm when I finished), but may end up being my favorite of

everything I read this year. It'll almost certainly be one of the few that I'll come back to over and

over.Austin Kleon is an artist from Austin, TX, and in Steal Like An Artist he asserts that what

good artists do—that is, "stealing" as much as possible from as many influences as possible to

shape one's own unique style—is a concept that can carry over into virtually any line of work.

And while there are a number of people out there who have made the case that we are all a

product of our influences, few have communicated this truth so compelling and creatively as

Kleon.The reality is that someone can "know" that's true, yet still feel bound by a desire to be

"original" than can have a debilitating effect on creativity. I know, because I'm that guy. And

that's why I'm so thankful to have been told to read this book, because it's definitely a game

changer for me!Kleon's 10 short chapters each present a different principle for developing

creativity, and though it's a numbered list, it manages not to come across as a "how to"

manual. Rather, it's a testimonial borne from experience, and an encouragement that these

timeless principles (e.g., "Be Nice") really do work in the real world, and they really are things

that don't apply only to artists. It's a book which manages to be both artistic and pragmatic...

not an easy combination!Anyway, I've already written a review that will take you half as long to

read as the book itself, so stop reading this and go get the book!"If we're free from the burden

of trying to be completely original, we can stop trying to make something out of nothing, and

embrace influence instead of running away from it." ~ Austin Kleon”

Bec Webb, “Perfect book if you're questioning your place in the creative world. This book was

recommended to me by a few fellow creatives in an amazing community I'm part of on social

media.I needed this book, but didn't know about it until it was recommended.I'd reached out to

the group about the fact that as an illustrator I felt a bit lost in the creative world, like I hadn't



found my place, because I didn't have a 'style' by which people could recognise my work, and

no particular style that I favoured illustrating over others, I just felt like I wasn't a real illustrator if

I didn't produce consistent work that was clearly 'me', like everyone else seems to do. I would

(and still do really) trawl through the art by others I admired, and be able to say oh that's by so

and so, they're so good!No one could do that with me, as my illustrations are so random,

there's no cohesion. Should I stop putting my art out there until I know who I am as an artist?

So this book was one of two recommended to me to read (find your artistic voice by Lisa

Congdon is the other).And I'm so glad I did buy this. It all made sense, it all seemed so

relatable, in particular section 2 - Don't wait until you know who you are to get started.If you're

an artist just starting out, or one who already creates a lot of art (any kind of creation really)

and are unsure you belong in the creative world yet because you're not good enough, or you're

not original enough, or you don't know your style yet - get this book.”

NigelR, “Wonderful. I liked the idea of this book from the description and I wasn't disappointed.

I laughed out loud at some points because I know they are so true and it is an absolute joy to

see similar views expressed so beautifully. As a fifty something I can vouch for it all. Get a

good notebook. In my work and art I get through a leuchturm every year and it is amazing how

much the archive of ideas and experiences in my books feeds into my current work. I was a UK

Civil servant for years while I paid the bills and fed the family and yeah it made me 'vomit'

daily... but it did free me up to do fantastic work in the time I stole from the job and the other

time I made my own. I love the concept of captive time and I use that in my commutes. For me

that is 80 mins a day of book reading and thinking...bloody fantastic. Follow these tips and your

creative life will blossom...I can guarantee it!”

David Strickleton, “Truly inspiring. This book, among other things, reminds us that being

creative should be play and not some deadly serious legacy to leave behind. It's not about

winning the Booker prize, and hoping to be seen as sophisticated, clever and serious: it's about

the joy of possibility and creativity.Every aspiring, yet insecure and fearful artist should read

this book.”

Liesel Knightley, “Still brilliant. I read this a few years ago, and I had forgotten about it until I

came across a YouTuber who was recommending Show your Work by Kleon, which reminded

me that I had Steal like an Artist on my Kindle. So I just re-read it, I don’t know how many years

down the line, and I am so glad I have. At a tough time (Covid, Brexit, good friends facing huge

challenges), this book helped remind me of what really counts: doing good work and being

kind. Thank you Austin Kleon.”

., “The Little Black Book of White Doodles and Stolen Quotes.. I looked forward to reading this

book for so long! And I finally did!The book feels delightful to hold in our hands. And it is

delightful to look at. And stare at. And open a random page and read a couple of lines.BUTIt is

not a 'book'. It is a coffee-table book. The quality is good, but the quantity of content is that of a

tiny coffee-table book. It is a very small book, you can read it in less than an hour even if you

read very very slowly like I do. And most of the content is borrowed (or stolen) from other

artists! The only interesting or creative part of the book are the doodles and sketches, which

the author has drawn himself.Why I was slightly disappointed with this book?Because it was

repeating of the content I have read over and over in other art and creativity books. Though it

may be a good place to begin if you are new to the art and creativity arenas.If you are a

seasoned artist, having spent much time studying the 'creative' processes, you may consider



giving this book a pass.Also, this book is highly priced, given the imported version. I bought it

for Rs.490, and have seen it at lower prices around Rs.400 (Just to give an idea of the price

variations). The cover price is 12.95 USD.[I bought a paperback version, and the cover, print,

layout and paper quality are beyond excellent. The binding is weak and seems to have already

started coming off]”

The book by Austin Kleon has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 8,648 people have provided feedback.

Dedication 1: Steal Like an Artist 2: Don’t Wait Until You Know Who You Are to Get Started 3:

Write The Book You Want to Read 4: Use Your Hands 5: Side Projects and Hobbies are

Important 6: The Secret: Do Good Work and Share It with People 7: Geography is No Longer

Our Master. 8: Be Nice (The World is a Small Town 9: Be Boring (It’s The Only Way to Get

Work Done.) 10: Creativity is Subtraction 10 Years Later . . . (An Afterword) Thank You
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